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'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him." And thou, O my brother, nevermore will | entertain thee nor use companionship with
thee, for that | have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, | am thy guest;
reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he
told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup
and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, | am thy slave and let not that which | am about to say irk thee, and be thou not
vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the
pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged,
the more their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in
the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of
Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us
of their story, and so peace [be on you!].? ? ? ? ? | rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..?THE THIEF'S
STORY..Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion.” And En Numan said,
"What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).?
? 2 ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, | have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..When the prince came before him, he sought of him
his daughter in marriage, and the king said, 'Indeed, thou art her equal, but none dare name a man to her, because of her aversion to men.' So the prince pitched his tents
under the windows of the princess's palace, till one day he got hold of one of her favourite slave-girls and gave her wealth galore. Quoth she to him, 'Hast thou a wish?'
'Yes,' answered he and acquainted her with his case; and she said, 'Indeed thou puttest thyself in peril.' Then he abode, flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he had
with him was gone and the servants fled from him; whereupon quoth he to one in whom he trusted, 'l am minded to go to my country and fetch what may suffice me and
return hither." And the other answered, 'lt is for thee to decide.' So they set out to return, but the way was long to them and all that the prince had with him was spent and his
company died and there abode but one with him, on whom he loaded what remained of the victual and they left the rest and fared on. Then there came out a lion and ate
the servant, and the prince abode alone. He went on, till his beast stood still, whereupon he left her and fared on afoot till his feet swelled..? ? ? ? ? Though they their
journey's goal, alas | have hidden, in their track Still will | follow on until the very planets wane..When the king heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is
near unto that which | know and meseemeth | should do well to have patience and hasten not to slay my vizier, so | may get of him the story of the king and his son." Then
he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him and abode in his house all that day..King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..0ne day, as |
was thus feigning sleep, | felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse. So | seized the hand and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth | to her, "O my lady, who
art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from here, that | may make myself known to thee." So | arose and following her, fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped
at the door of a lofty house, whereupon quoth | to her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered
she, "O Captain Mum, | am a woman on whom desire and longing are sore for the love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was between us what was and
the love of her fell upon my heart and | agreed with her upon meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her father Amin el Hukm took her and went away, and
my heart cleaveth to her and love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her account.”.11. The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.54. The Poor Man and his
Generous Friend cccli.Learned Man, Khelbes and his Wife and the, i. 301..Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug in the crest of the
mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air
was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked
and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter
had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great
stone to the mouth of the pit and went away..When the evening evened, the king let fetch the vizier and required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Know, O king,
that.Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass out of
the old royal family. So they proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he
had made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray], giving

alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his wife, the daughter of his father's brother..113. The
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